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Duette™ Series-2 Press Release

The original Duette was Wilson Audio’s first Special Applications 
Engineering™ product. It was designed to offer the timbrel neutralit y, 
dynamic contrast, soundstage depth and transparenc y of f loorstand-
ing Wilson loudspeakers—but do so in environments that are in-
trinsically hostile to all of those qualities, such as against walls or in 
bookshelves. It was given a dual personalit y so that it could succeed 
in a conventional audiophile application (placed out into the room 
away from walls) as well.

W i t h  D u e t t e  S e r i e s -2 ,  o u r  d e s i g n  m a n d a t e  w a s  s i m p l e r : 
c r e a t e  t h e  b e s t  c o m p a c t  s p e a ke r.  Pe r i o d .  Un l i ke  i t s  p r e -

d e c e s s o r,  t h e  D u e t t e  S e r i e s -2  i s  d e s i g n e d  e xc l u s i ve l y  f o r  n e a r -
b o u n d a r y  i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  e s c h e w i n g  m u c h  o f  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  m a d e 
n e c e s s a r y  b y  t h e  o r i g i n a l  D u e t t e ’s  d u a l  l i n e a m e n t .  Wi t h  s i m p l i f i -
c a t i o n  c a m e  g r e a t e r  a b i l i t y  t o  r e f i n e  D u e t t e ’s  m i s s i o n — e n a b l i n g 
i t  t o  b e  d i s t i l l e d  d ow n  t o  a  p u r e l y  p e r f o r m a n c e - o r i e n t e d  f o r m . 
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An all-new design

W h e n  i t  c a m e  t i m e  t o  r e d e s i g n  t h e  D u e t t e ,  t h e  d e s i g n  t e a m’s  g o a l 

w a s  t o  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n c r e a s e  D u e t t e ’s  p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  t h e  m o s t 

c o m m o n l y  u s e d  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  By  e l i d i n g  t h e  l e a s t  u s e d  c o n f i g u r a t i o n s , 

Wi l s o n’s  e n g i n e e r s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  m o r e  f u l l y  o p t i m i z e  t h o s e  i n s t a l l a t i o n 

t y p e s  t h a t  r e m a i n e d .  S o m e  o f  t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d e s i g n  c o u l d 

b e  t r a d e d  f o r  g r e a t e r  p e r f o r m a n c e .  I t  q u i c k l y  b e c a m e  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  b y 

f o l l ow i n g  t h i s  p a t h ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  D u e t t e ’s  u n i q u e  a b i l i t y  t o  b e  p l a c e d 

n e a r  a  b o u n d a r y  c o u l d  b e  g r e a t l y  e n h a n c e d .  I t  c o u l d  p o s s e s s  a l l  o f  t h e 

c o m p e l l i n g  m u s i c a l  q u a l i t i e s  o f  Wi l s o n’s  c o n ve n t i o n a l  l o u d s p e a ke r s 

w h i l e  i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  m o s t  c h a l l e n g i n g  a c o u s t i c a l  e n v i ro n m e n t s .

Two versions

D u e t t e ’s  o r i g i n a l  c o n f i g u r a t i o n ,  w i t h  i t s  s e p a r a t e  d e d i -

c a t e d  c ro s s ove r,  t h e  Nove l ,  r e m a i n s .  T h i s  f o r m a t  i s 

i d e a l  f o r  s h e l f  a n d  c a b i n e t  i n s t a l l a t i o n s .  S e p a r a t i n g  t h e  c ro s s -

ove r  f ro m  t h e  e n c l o s u r e  a l l ow e d  t h e  e n g i n e e r s  t o  m a i n t a i n 

i n t e r n a l  vo l u m e — n e c e s s i t a t e d  b y  t h e  e i g h t- i n c h  m i d r a n g e /

wo o f e r  d r i ve r  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  D u e t t e ’s  r e m a r k a b l e  d y n a m i c 

e x p r e s s i o n  a n d  b a s s  e x t e n s i o n .  S t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t  i n d u c t o r s , 

c a p a c i t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  c ro s s ove r  p a r t s  c o u l d  b e  l i b e r a l l y  e m -

p l oye d  w i t h o u t  t h e  i m p e d i m e n t  o f  t h e  c o n s t r a i n e d  s p a c e 

w i t h i n  t h e  s m a l l e r  e n c l o s u r e .  L a s t l y,  i t  a l l ow e d  f o r  t h e  e l e c -

t ro n i c  a n d  m e c h a n i c a l  i s o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  c ro s s ove r  e l e m e n t s .

N e w  f o r  t h e  D u e t t e  S e r i e s -2  i s  a  d e d i -

c a t e d  s t a n d  w i t h  a n  i n t e g r a t e d  c r o s s -

o v e r .  T h i s  “ s y s t e m”  a p p r o a c h  h a s  s e v -

e r a l  a d v a n t a g e s .  F i r s t ,  a p p l y i n g  t h e 

d e s i g n  s t r a t e g y  u s e d  i n  o u r  l a r g e r  f l o o r -

s t a n d i n g  l o u d s p e a k e r s ,  t h e  c r o s s o v e r  i s 

m e c h a n i c a l l y  i s o l a t e d  i n  i t s  o w n  d e d i -

c a t e d  e n c l o s u r e .  Wi r e  m a n a g e m e n t  i s 

p a r t  o f  t h e  d e s i g n — t h e  u m b i l i c a l  a t -

t a c h i n g  t h e  c r o s s o v e r  t o  t h e  D u e t t e  i s 

i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  s t a n d  a n d  h i d d e n 

f r o m  v i e w.  T h e  n e w  D u e t t e  s t a n d  h a s 

o t h e r  a d v a n t a g e s :  i t  i s  f a r  m o r e  r o b u s t 

a n d  m a s s i v e  t h a n  t h e  s t a n d  i t  r e p l a c e s . 

A n  i m p e d a n c e  “ p a t h ,”  s i m i l a r  t o  Wi l -

s o n’s  l a r g e  s p e a k e r s ,  a l l o w s  f o r  v i b r a -

t i o n s  t o  b e  g u i d e d  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  m a i n 

e n c l o s u r e  a n d  i n t o  t h e  f l o o r .  T h e  D u -

e t t e  i s  n o w  b o l t e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  s t a n d , 

f u r t h e r  e n h a n c i n g  r e s o n a n c e  c o n t r o l —

a n d  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  p l a t f o r m .
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New t weeter design

T h e  D u e t t e  S e r i e s -2 ’s  t w e e t e r  p e r -
f o r m a n c e  i s  e n h a n c e d  b y  t h e  i n -

c l u s i o n  o f  a  r e a r  w a ve  c h a m b e r,  w h i c h 
i s  s o u rc e d  f ro m  t h e  A l e x i a’s  C o n ve r -
g e n t  Sy n e r g y  Tw e e t e r.  T h e  C S T  c h a m -
b e r  e f f e c t i ve l y  a t t e n u a t e s  t h e  s p u r i o u s 
e n e r g y  g e n e r a t e d  a t  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e 
d r i ve r  t h a t  wo u l d  o t h e r w i s e  l e a k  o u t  o f 
t h e  a c o u s t i c a l l y  t r a n s l u c e n t  d o m e . 

New enclosure

The Duette Series-2’s enclo-

sure is the latest product of 

extensive laser vibrometer testing. 

Wilson’s engineers were able to 

perfect all aspects of the enclo-

sure design using this sophisti-

cated advance in materials testing. 

Enclosure-wall thickness has been 

increased in strategic locations. In-

ternal bracing is more robust. The 

entire enclosure, including the in-

ternal braces, is constructed from 

Wilson’s proprietar y X-material, 

an extremely well damped and ul-

tra-rigid composite. 

The choice wa s made to con f ig u re t he Duet te for ver t ic a l place-
ment on ly,  enabl i n g t he en g i neers to i nt roduce t i me a l ig n ment 
i nto t he now sla nted f ront ba f f le .  The f ront ba f f le ,  now bu i lt f rom 
m id ra n ge-en ha nci n g S -mater ia l ,  i s  ra ked back 10 deg ree s ,  prop -
erly a l ig n i n g t he t weeter a nd t he woofer i n t he t i me doma i n . The 
my r iad benef it s of cor rec t t i me a l ig n ment i nclude t ra n sient speed , 
ha r mon ic be aut y,  a nd sou nd st a ge re solut ion . 

If  t he Duet te is de st i ned for shel f placement , specia l ,  f u r n it u re-
f r iend ly t h re aded spi ke s a re i n st a l led i nto t he bot tom of t he en-
closu re .  The se replace t he Ma g nepod s a nd spi ke s of t he out goi n g 
model .  For f loor placement , t he Duet te is bolted to it s new st a nd . 
By de sig n, t he ide a l met hod of mecha n ic a l g rou nd i n g a nd re so-
na nce cont rol is  i mplemented for e ach of t he se t wo mode s . 

Fi n a l l y,  a n  a l l - n e w  g r i l l  g e o m e t r y  m a ke s  i t s  d e b u t  o n  t h e  D u -
e t t e .  G r e a t  a t t e n t i o n  w a s  p a i d  t o  t h e  g r i l l - f r a m e  s h a p e  i n  o rd e r 
t o  l e s s e n  a c o u s t i c  i n t e r a c t i o n  f ro m  d i f f r a c t i o n . 

T h i s  a s p e c t  o f  t w e e t e r  d e s i g n  i s 
l a r g e l y  i g n o r e d  b y  o t h e r  m a n u f a c -
t u r e r s ,  b u t  i s  k e y  t o  m a i n t a i n i n g 
t i m e  c o h e r e n c e  b y  n e a r l y  e l i m i -
n a t i n g  o u t - o f - s y n c  h i g h - f r e q u e n c y 
d i f f r a c t i o n  o r i g i n a t i n g  b e h i n d  t h e 
t w e e t e r ’s  d o m e .  R e d u c i n g  t h e s e  a r t i -
f a c t s  g r e a t l y  l o w e r s  t h e  n o i s e  f l o o r, 
a n d  r e s u l t s  i n  m u c h  h i g h e r  t r e b l e 
r e s o l u t i o n .  D e t a i l  n a t u r a l l y  e m e r g e 
f r o m  a  g r a i n l e s s ,  b l a c k  b a c k g r o u n d .
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New Crossover Design

T he D uet te S er ie s -2 i s  con f i g-

u red sole l y  for  ne a r-bou nd-

a r y pl a c e ment ,  w het her ne a r  a 

w a l l  on it s  s t a nd ,  or  on a  c reden z a 

or book she l f .  T h i s  h a s  e l i m i n a ted 

t he need for t wo sepa r a te re si s -

tor a nd u mbi l ic a l  set t i n g s ,  w h ic h , 

i n t he or i g i n a l  mode l ,  f a c i l it a ted 

convent ion a l  pl a c e ment out aw ay 

f rom w a l l s .  T he fo c u s cou ld b e 

t u r ned to p er fec t i n g t he c ros s -

over for  e xc e l lent t i me- a l i g n ment 

a nd l i ne a r it y— for ne a r-bou nd a r y 

i n s t a l l a t ion s .  W hen pl a c ed ne a r 

a  bou nd a r y,  t he D uet te S er ie s -2 

e ven out p er for m s so - c a l led su p er 

m i n i  loud sp e a ker s  de si g ned to b e 

pl a c ed out i n t he room i n a  t r a d i-

t ion a l  a ud ioph i le  con f i g u r a t ion .

T h e  c ro s s ove r  i s  h o u s e d  i n  e i t h e r  t h e  s e p a -

r a t e  Nove l  e n c l o s u r e  f o r  s h e l f  p l a c e m e n t ,  o r 

a s  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  D u e t t e  s t a n d .  E i -

t h e r  w a y,  t h e  D u e t t e  p rov i d e s  l i s t e n e r s  w i t h 

a l l  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  h a ve  b e c o m e  h a l l m a r k s 

o f  t h e  Wi l s o n  s o u n d :  n a t u r a l  t i m b r e ,  d y-

n a m i c s ,  l i f e l i ke  s o u n d s t a g i n g ,  a n d  b e a u t i f u l 

r e n d e r i n g  o f  h a r m o n i c  e x p r e s s i o n . 

Pricing and Availabilit y

Price:

U. S .  M S R P  D u e t t e/ N ove l — $17,5 0 0

U. S .  M S R P  D u e t t e/ D e d i c a t e d  S t a n d — $19, 9 0 0

Availability:

Fi r s t  s h i p m e n t s  f o r  e x i s t i n g  o rd e r s  a r e  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  A u g u s t  1,  2 013 .  Pl e a s e  p l a c e  o rd e r s  f o r  d e m o  a n d 

s e l l - t h ro u g h  n e e d s  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  r e s e r ve  yo u r  s h i p m e n t  p o s i t i o n .  T h e  o rd e r s  w i l l  b e  f i l l e d  a n d 

s h i p p e d  o n  a  f i r s t- c o m e ,  f i r s t- s e r ve d  b a s i s .  D e m o  o rd e r s  w i l l  b e  t h e  f i r s t  p r i o r i t y  s o  a l l  o f  Wi l s o n’s  d e a l e r s 

a n d  d i s t r i b u t o r s  c a n  b e g i n  s h ow i n g  t h e  D u e t t e  S e r i e s -2 .  C u s t o m e r  s e l l - t h ro u g h  o rd e r s  w i l l  b e  s c h e d u l e d 

a f t e r  d e m o  o rd e r s  h a ve  b e e n f i l l e d .  C h e c k  w i t h  J e r ro n  M a rc h a n t  f o r  s p e c i f i c  s h i p  d a t e s  f o r  yo u r  o rd e r. 
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Images and Video

High-Resolution Images:

Pr i nt- re a d y  a n d  we b - a p p ro p r i a t e  h i g h -

re s o l u t i on  i m a g e s  a re  a v a i l a b le  here .

New Video:

I n  c onj u n c t i on  w i t h  D u e t t e  S e r i e s -2 ’s 

p re s s  re le a s e ,  we  h a ve  re le a s e d  a  n e w  v i d e o 

t h a t  e x p lore s  t he  D u e t t e ’s  d e ve lo p m e nt 

p ro c e s s  a n d  mo re  a b o u t  n e a r- b o u n d a r y 

p l a c e m e nt .  Yo u  c a n  w a t c h  i t  here .

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/n2cabr2pd84ikxd/-ORuLXqRC6
http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DuNsN_P3AQJQ
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Preliminar y Specifications

Measurements

Nom i n a l  I mp e d a n c e:  4  o h m s  /  m i n i mu m  4 . 35  o h m s  @  16 0  H z

S e n s i t i v i t y:  9 2  d B  @  1W  @  1m  @  1k

Fre q u e n c y  R e s p on s e:  33  H z  –  21  k H z  +/-  3  d B ,  R o om  Ave r a g e  R e s p on s e  [R A R]

M i n i mu m  A mp l i f i c a t i on  Powe r  R e c om m e n d e d :  2 0  w a t t s/c h a n n e l

Drivers

Wo o f e r :  8  i n c he s  (19. 63  c m) 	  M a t e r i a l :  H a rd  Pa p e r  P u l p

Twe e t e r :  1  i n c h ,  D om e  (2 .5 4  c m)  M a t e r i a l :  D o p e d  S i l k  Fa b r i c 

Dimensions

D u e t t e  E n c l o s u r e

	 He i g h t :  18  1/2  i n c he s  (4 6 .9 9  c m)  w/o  s pi ke s

	 Wi d t h :  10  1/2  i n c he s  (2 6 . 6 6  c m) 

	 D e p t h :  16  1/16  i n c he s  (4 0 . 8 2  c m)

N ove l  C r o s s ove r

	 He i g h t :  11  5/16  i n c he s  (2 8 . 73  c m)

	 Wi d t h :  4  3/4  i n c he s  (12 . 0 7  c m)

	 D e p t h :  9  5/3 2  i n c he s  (2 3 . 2 8  c m)

D e d i c a t e d  S t a n d  w i t h  B u i l t - i n  C r o s s ove r

	 He i g h t :  21  7/8  i n c he s  (55 .5 6  c m)  w/o  s pi ke s

	 Wi d t h :  11  7/8  i n c he s  (3 0 .16  c m)

	 D e p t h :  18  3/4  i n c he s  (47. 63  c m)

Enclosure Type

Wo o f e r  (R e a r  Po r t e d)  /  Twe e t e r  (S e a le d):  	

M a t e r i a l :  X- M a t e r i a l  w i t h  S - M a t e r i a l  B a f f le

Product Weight

We i g h t  Pe r  C h a n n e l  Un c r a t e d : 

	 D u e t t e  45  l bs  (2 0 . 41  k g )

	 Nove l  C ro s s ove r  2 4  l bs  (10 . 8 9  k g )

	 S t a n d  65  l bs  (29. 4 8  k g )


